
 

SMSC Statement - Religious Education 

Spiritual Development in Religious Education 
 
Students experience and search for meaning, the purpose in life and the values by which we 
live. In learning about different religions and why people believe, students should have the 
opportunity to learn from their experiences, to reflect on and interpret spirituality and their 
own lives and discuss and reflect on ultimate questions. They are also encouraged to use their 
imagination and creativity in their learning. 
 
In Key stage 3 students begin by studying the six main world religions, firstly through a study 
of specific religions, then in relation to themes such as Rites of Passage and Inspirational 
People.  We study their culture and belief system to ensure students can relate to people 
from a different faith. In Key Stage 4 this develops into a thematic study of Christianity and 
Islam, through the Edexcel Short/Full course specification.  Throughout both key stages, 
students are encouraged to reflect upon a range of experiences that are presented through 
life and develop their own opinion on religious, moral and ethical issues. 
 
Examples of Good Practice include: 

• In Year 7 students learn about their own city and the diverse experiences they are able 
to enjoy in a multi-cultural City. 

• In Year 8 in the study of Buddhism, students explore practices such as mediation 
through the creation of mandalas. 

• In Year 9 spirited Arts project. Students explore a range of artistic interpretation on a 
religious or ethical theme, before creating their own piece of Art. 

• In KS4 Students are directed to work in silence when answering GCSE evaluation 
questions.  This is to fully consider alternative responses to religious and ethical issues, 
reaching personal justified conclusion. 

 
Moral development in Religious Education 
 
Students learn about shared and differing moral values, while debating moral dilemmas 
about right and wrong, good and bad, and so on. Students discuss issues such as people’s 
responsibility towards the world and future generations. Students have the opportunity to 
make a personal response to right and wrong and to consider other peoples’ responses to 
moral issues. 
Students are given the opportunity to recognise the difference between right and wrong, 
and readily apply this understanding in their own lives.  
 
In Key stage 3 student develop their study of religions into moral themes and consider 
dilemmas connected to Peace and Conflict, Animal Rights and Human Rights.  In Key stage 4 



they are introduced issues such as Abortion, Euthanasia and Sexual Ethics.  Students must 
explain their opinions on the issues and support them by explaining the consequences.  All 
views must able to be balanced or challenged by an opposing view. 
 
Examples of Good Practice include: 

• In year 7 students study the 10 commandments and apply them to modern life. 

• In Year 8 students study the Buddhist Fold Path and compare civil and religious laws 
connected to animal welfare. 

• In Year 9 students consider the arguments for and against war and apply the Just 
War rules to conflict in the real world. 

• In Key Stage 4 students gain an understanding of civil freedoms in connection to 
medical and sexual ethics 

 
Social development in Religious Education 
 
Students explore similarities and differences in religions and cultures through sharing their 
experiences and opinions.  Students must learn to accept differing viewpoints and are taught 
how to look a things from a different understanding or opinion.  Tolerance and respect is 
expected to be shown in lessons by all those taking part.  This then encourages students to 
continue with this outside the classroom. 
Through the study of different religions, students are made aware of the similarities and 
differences they may have with other students in their class. 
 
In Key Stage 3 students will study Religions found in the UK and Bradford.  They will compare 
how different religions mark rites of passage and recognise that people may do things 
differently to them. Student will also gain a better understanding of Christian denominations.  
In Key Stage 4, students continue to learn about religious communities and the daily life of 
followers of religion.  They continue to study the diversity that exists within religion. 
 
Examples of Good Practice include: 

• In Year 7 students compare different places of worship within Christianity. 

• In Year 8 students compare Christian rites with those from the other main religions, 
including funerals and marriage ceremonies. 

• In Year 9 students consider responses to conflict personal level and then more 
widely.  They explore how conflicts can be resolved through mediation and 
compromise. 

• In Key Stage 4 students compare Sunni and Shia beliefs and practices, responding 
and reaching justified conclusions. 
 
Cultural development in Religious Education 

 
Students learn about other religions, giving them an opportunity to see what it means to 
belong, to develop confidence in themselves and be able to respond positively to similarities 
and differences in our multi-faith and changing society. 
Students are given the opportunity to understand and appreciate of the wide range of 
cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others.   
 



In Key Stage 3 students study religion in the locality, and build on their knowledge and 
understanding of the six main religions.  In key Stage 4students are encouraged to accept and 
understand the diversity that exists within and between Christianity and Islam.  As with 
Educational guidance, we ensure that Christianity is covered as the main religious tradition of 
Great Britain. 
 
Examples of Good Practice include: 

• In Year 7 students explore religions through the use of artefacts. 

• In Year 8 students learn about the different food laws and practices that exist. 

• In Year 9 students study art and music from different cultures to inspire their own 
creativity. 

• In Key Stage 4 students are expected to be able to appreciate the cultural differences 
between Christianity and Islam. 

 

 


